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NEWSFILE

Howard University President
James E. Cheek is behind the n a 

tional effort to save Fisk University
from the th rea t of collapse due to a
financial crisis of enorm ous pro
portions.
On top of his first call (see related
stories elsewhere in this issue), he
made a special appeal to the n a 
tio n ’s Black churches, pillars of the
com m unity
In his appeal, Cheek called on ail
Black churches to designate the
F irst Sunday in February—Black
H istory M onth— “Fisk Sunday” and
make donations to lessen Fisk’s fi
nancial pain.
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A dream was fulfilled w hen the
cornerstone for Howard Univer
sity’s tow ering School of Business
and Public A dm inistration Building
was put in place at a form al cere
mony on M arch 2.
The dean, Milton Wilson, called
the event “a significant step in our
move from a converted w arehouse”
—on Sherm an Avenue—to the
ultram odern brick and concrete fa
cility w hich will be ready for occu
pancy in a few m onths.
The inscription on the corner
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stone (from the work of the Swiss
cleric Jo h an n K aspar Lavater—
1741-1801) reads: “Learning is
w ealth to the poor, an honor to the
rich, an aid to the young, and a
support and comfort to the aged.”
The five-story bihlding is located
directly across from Cramton Au
ditorium at the corner of Fairm ont
and Sixth Streets, U.W! It was con
structed at a cost of $13 m illion and
has w orking space of 130,859
square feet and a basement.
The School of Business and Public
A dm inistration is nearly 14 years
old now. It is one of the fastest grow
ing academic un its of the university
w ith curent enrollm ent of 1,743
students.
More than 70 workshops and
panels were conducted at the 13th
A nnual Communications Confer
ence, February 16-19.
Sponsored by the Howard Univer
sity School of Communications, it
attracted hundreds of students from
across the country and speakers as
diverse as Jack Valenti, president of
the Motion Picture Association of
America, Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee,
both well-respected in the arts and
the theater, and Geneva Smitherman, an authority on Black English.
Valenti got the show on the road
on February 16 as the speaker at the
opening plenary session. Ossie
Davis and Ruby Dee keynoted the
Frederick Douglass Scholarship
Dinner, February 18.
This y e a r ’s them e was “Commu
nications and Hew Technologies.”
Panelists were chosen from profes
sionals in the m ass media as well as
educators.
Also invited th is year to share
th eir expertise at a publications
panel on “Building a Quality Prod
u c t” were: Paul R. Hathaway, di
rector of Howard’s D epartm ent of
Publications, Abdulkadir N. Said,
editor of New Directions, the How
ard University magazine, H arriet
Jackson Scarupa, w riter for New
Directions, Jam es A. Davis, designer
for New Directions and owner of an
advertising and design firm in
Washington, D.C., and Calvin P. Ma
son, director of the Howard College
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of Medicine’s P rinting and Repro
duction unit.
U.S. policy and tlie Caribbean

was the topic of an international
forum sponsored by tlie School of
H um an Ecology’s Program in In 
ternational Studies, Ja n u a ry 25.
What had been billed as a bal
anced forum at a tim e w hen the
Caribbean is very m uch in the news
was som ew hat unbalanced by “no
show s” on the p a rt of three of the
4 four am bassadors from the region
who were expected to participate
and share insights on policy issues,
including last y e a r ’s crisis in the
island nation of Grenada.
“The absence (of the other
panelists) is indicative of the c rit
ical position the Caribbean is in,”
noted Linus Hoskins of the School
of H um an Ecology, m oderator for
the forum.
The program w ent on as sched
uled w ith the Ambassador from
Trinidad and Tobago, His Excellency
J. O’Neil Lewis at the helm.
The “event” in Grenada, as Am
bassador Lewis described it, was
among the key issues on w hich he
elaborated during his hour-long
presentation.
He said his country, by virtue of
its m em bership in the United Na
tions and the Organization of
Am erican States, would not con
done the use of force except as the
last resort. This is clearly delineated
in the charters of both organi
zations and rem ains the policy of
the government, he pointed out.
In the case of Grenada, other
m eans to lessen the crisis after the
fall of Maurice Bishop’s regime
were under exploration w hen the
United States w as invited to in ter
vene militarily, he said.
A lthough Trinidad and Tobago did
not take p a rt in the Am erican effort,
Ambassador Lewis said the decision
not to condem n th a t “event” was
also dictated by his governm ent’s
policy of non-interference in the
in tern al affairs of other nations.
Turning to the issue of U.S. policy
tow ards the Caribbean, he em pha
sized th a t the best course was th a t
of m utual cooperation, p artn ersh ip
and respect in the p u rsu it of devel
http://dh.howard.edu/newdirections/vol11/iss3/1
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opm ent ventures for the region.
The United States, he noted, does
recognize the im portance of the re
gion geographically as well as
commercially.
“We are not your backyard, but
your front porch,” he pointed out.
Others from Howard who made
rem arks included Cecile Edwards,
dean of the School of H um an Ecol
ogy, Elizabeth Brabble, adm inis
tra to r of the Program in In te rn a 
tional Studies, and Walter Car
rington, director of the D epartm ent
of Intern atio n al Affairs at the u n i
versity and form er U.S. Ambassador
to Senegal.
“We would like Black Americans
to understand us,” said N athan

Sham uyarira, Zimbabwe’s m inister
of inform ation, w hen he spoke be
fore media representatives and
academicians at Howard University,
February 3.
To enhance the link between his
country and Black Americans, he
announced the form ation of a media
project th a t will be coordinated by
Leonard Jeffries, professor at
H unter College in New York, and
Ronald Walters of the D epartm ent of
Political Science at Howard.
This effort, he explained, is de
signed to provide inform ation and
cultural exchange between his peo
ple and Black Americans, and to
correct w h at he described as “dis
tortions, m isinform ation and disin
form ation” th a t is prevalent in the
m ass media.
“The press was opposed to us
even during the liberation war.
They never really supported the lib
eration struggle,” he pointed out.
The m edia’s pre-independence p re
diction of civil w ar and m ass w hite
exodus did not m aterialize, he said.
“Through reconciliation, we built a
bridge... The maj ority of w hites in
Zimbabwe now accept the sincerity
of the governm ent... they have
elected to stay.”
The m inister was critical of
recent reports th a t Zimbabwe once
again is headed for a civil war, p a r
ticularly in the southw estern
province of M atebeleland w here op
position elements are concentrated.
“We are not going to have a civil

war. We have made every effort to
integrate all parties into the gov
ernm ent,” he explained.
Zimbabwe is a non-racial, onenation state w ith room for all of the
diverse groups th a t make up its
population of nearly nine million.
“Those efforts,” the m inister said,
“have not been articulated in the
foreign press, especially the A m eri
can press.” (He m et w ith editors of
m ajor new spapers during his tour
of the United States.)
During his presentation at How
ard, he touched on other issues of
concern both to Zimbabwe and the
African continent. He condemned
South Africa for its cam paign to
disrupt and destabilize Zimbabwe
through propaganda radio broad
casts directed at Matebeleland and
through the use of insurgent infil
trators.
Torning to the situation in
Namibia, he said the regime in
South Africa is not seriously trying
to reach an agreement. And the
United States, he said, is involved in
discussions w ith the South Africans
and frontline states but not w ith
representatives of the Namibian
liberation movement.
“We have been singled out by Pres
ident Reagan,” he said, in reference
to a substantial reduction in the
am ount of U.S. foreign aid to Zim
babw e—from $75 m illion to $40
m illion th is fiscal year. “We do not
com plain,” the m inister added, be
cause “U.S. determ ines to whom and
how m uch aid to give.”
The reduction in U.S. aid for Zim
babwe followed the country’s
abstention last year from a United
Nations resolution condem ning the
shooting down of a Korean A irlines
plane th a t had strayed into re
stricted airspace over the Soviet
Union.
He explained th a t Zimbabwe was
a non-aligned n ation and did not
w ish to become a p arty to a rivalry
between big pow ers—the United
States and the Soviet Union. “It is
our rig h t to choose w hat foreign
policy we adopt, w h at domestic pol
icy we ad o p t.. .we will continue to
follow our non-aligned course,” he
emphasized.
Inform ation M inister Shamuyar2

ira ’s talk at the Howard In n was
sponsored by the university’s De
partm ent of Internation al Affairs ’
Distinguished Internatio n al Lec
ture Series and was made possible
through a g ran t from Tenneco, Inc.
Frank M. Snowden, professor

em eritus of classics, has been
elected to serve as the second vice
president of the Am erican Philolog
ical Association at a meeting in Cin
cinnati. He will move up to the posi
tion of first vice president in 1985
and president a year later, in ac
cordance w ith the association’s by
laws.
The association, whose m em ber
ship list exceeds 2,500 individuals
and nearly 500 institutions n atio n 
ally and internationally, was
founded in 1869 for the purpose of
advancing philological knowledge
—the study of languages and litera
ture.
Faustine C. Jones-Wilson, editor
of The Journal of Negro Education
and professor of education, has bro
ken new ground in a national orga
nization dealing w ith foundations
of education by h er election to the
office of president-elect of the
American Educational Studies As
sociation. She will hold this posi
tion until November 1984, and th en
move on to the top position, th a t of
the presidency.
Willie Jeffries is the new football
coach at the university. He replaced
Joe Taylor, who served as head
coach for only one season.
The new coach comes to Howard
from Wichita State University,
where he held the head coaching
position since 1978. He compiled a
21-32-2 record at Wichita State in
five seasons, including an 8-3 rec
ord w hich broke Wichita State’s 14year losing streak.
Prior to joining Wichita State, he
was the head coach at South
Carolina State College, w here he en
joyed rem arkable successes. South
Carolina State, in six seasons,
finished w ith a 50-13-4 m ark and
was twice w inner of the Pelican
Bowl, in 1974 and 1975, and the
Black National Cham pionship in
Published by Digital Howard @ Howard University,
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was held at the Washington H ilton
and Towers Hotel the evening of
M arch 1.
Two sports enthusiasts from
This event has in the past been
Howard will be sharing th eir ex
the
social affair of the year for
periences w ith others in th eir re
alumni,
members of the university
spective areas at the 1984 Olympic
community,
corporate participants,
Games in Los Angeles.
and friends of Howard University.
William P. Moultrie, track coach,
It was, then, in a jovial atm os
will be coaching m embers of the U.S.
phere w ith glittering lights th a t the
Olympics team in the 200-m eter
four alum ni accepted the honor for
dash.
w hich they were singled out this
Alois Clemons, sports inform a
year. They are:
tion director, will serve as a “venue
ROLAND W BURRIS, com ptroller
5
press planner.” In this post, he and
of the State of Illinois since 1978,
three others will be responsible for
form er executive director and chief
press operations for each of the lo
cations serving the 23 sports activi operating officer of People United to
Save H um anity (PUSH), form er di
ties at the Olympic Games.
rector of the Illinois D epartm ent of
More th a n 8,000 journalists and
technicians, representing 154 coun General Services, form er associate
of the Continental Illinois National
tries, are expected to converge on
Bank and Trust Company, and
Los Angeles during the Olympic
form er national bank exam iner
Games, Ju ly 28 to August 12.
w ith the U.S. Treasury Departm ent.
He graduated from the law school in
Howard’s Laser Chemistry Pro
1963.
gram, w hich was established in
ROY L. SCHNEIDER, com mis
1980 w ith a $1 million g ran t by the
Office of Naval Research, showed off* sioner of h ealth in the U.S. Virgin
Islands, form er faculty member of
its new technologically advanced
the College of Medicine, form er ad
laser chem istry laboratory on J a n 
viser and surgeon in the U.S. Army,
u ary 11.
and holder of the Bronze Star medal
The open house gave members of
for service in Vietnam. He
the university com m unity and the
graduated from Howard w ith a
media an opportunity to view the
bachelor of science degree in 1961
only holographic grading triple
and the doctor of medicine degree in
Ram an m onochrom ator in the
1965.
United States. This unique device is
CARMEN E. TURNER, general
used in the study of optical fibers
m anager of the Washington M etro
and glasses.
The facility, w hich has 6,000
politan Area Transit Authority,
WMATA, since Ju ly 1983, form er as
square feet of laboratory space and
sistan t general m anager for adm in
1,000 square feet of office space, was
istratio n for WMATA, and form er
renovated at a cost of $500,000. It
employee in the federal D epart
was specifically designed for re
search program s in the ares of laser m ents of the Army and T ransporta
tion. She graduated from Howard
Ram an spectroscopy, and laser
w ith a bachelor of arts in political
photochemistry. The form er pro
gram is directed by George E. Walrascience in 1968.
fen and the latter by William M.
HAROLD WHEELER, musical
Jackson.
conductor-com poser-arranger-perform er,
who began his career in New York
At the Charter Day festivities this
as the first Black conductor of a
year, four alum ni of Howard Uni
Broadway musical, “Promises,
versity who distinguished th em 
Promises.” Other Broadway h its
selves in th eir respective profes
th a t benefitted from his musical
sions were honored.
supervision and orchestration in 
The awards ceremony was p a rt of clude: “Lena Horne: The Lady and
the A nnual C harter Day Dinner, cel Her Music,” “The Wiz,” “Coco,” “Two
ebrating the 117th anniversary of
Gentlemen of Verona,” and the sixthe university’s founding, w hich
Tony Awards w inner “D ream girls.”
1976.
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He graduated from Howard in 1964
with, a "bachelor’s in music.
Also this year, a dentist from
Teaneck, N.J., COLDEN D. RAINES
and his wife, FRANCES, were given
citations for th eir outstanding serv
ice to the university
DELLA PRIOLEAU-HAYNES, a re
tired schoolteacher from New York,
and urologist GEORGE W JONES of
Washington, D.C., a professor in
Howard’s College of Medicine, re
ceived special citations for th eir
life-membership in the President’s
Club. The club is the prestigious
arm of the university’s fund-raising
efforts. Regular m em bership re
quires a yearly contribution of
$1,000 or more. Life members con
tribute $50,000, payable in five
years.
As tradition dictates, the awards
dinner was followed a day later by
the formal Charter Day Convocation
in Cramton Auditorium on the
m ain campus.
The convocation speaker this
year was a scholar-adm inistrator
whose institution is very m uch on
the minds of the cam pus commu
nity at Howard these days: WALTER
J. LEONARD, president since 1977
of Fisk University in Nashville,
Tennessee. (See Michael Winston’s
article and other related items
elsewhere in this issue.)
“Howard University, as the
Capstone among historically Black
institutions, is a source of
inspiration and m otivation,”
Leonard observed. “This nation,” he
added, “has a responsibility to keep
Howard productive and to improve
its ability to meet the needs of able
young m en and women throughout
the United States and throughout
the world.”
A 1968 graduate of the Howard
U niversity School of Law, the
speaker received a second degree
from his alm a m ater at the conclu
sion of his presentatio n —the h o n 
orary degree of Doctor of Laws.
He became the n in th president of
Fisk, w hich has educated thousands
since its founding in 1866, after
serving at H arvard Law School as
assistan t dean and assistan t di
rector of adm issions and financial
aid, and later as special assistan t to
NEW DIRECTIONS APRIL 1984
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H arvard President Derek Bok.
Corporate and insurance indus
try lum inaries gathered at Howard

U niversity on February 9 for a pro
gram dealing w ith issues of corpo
rate social responsibility in the in 
surance industry.
Participants in the Howard Uni
versity Insurance Day, w hich was
held in the u niversity’s Cramton
Auditorium, included Coy Eklund,
retired chairm an of Equitable Life
A ssurance Society of the United
States; William J. Kennedy III, pres
ident and chief executive officer of
the N orth Carolina Mutual Life In 
surance Company, and the authors
of the book, Black Life in Corporate
America , George Davis and Glegg
Watson.
The day-long event was spon
sored by the School of Business and
Public A dm inistration’s Center for
Insurance Education and Depart
m ent of Finance and Insurance.
In recognition of the day, T hurs
day, February 9 was proclaimed
“Howard University Insurance
Day” in Washington, D.C., by Mayor
M arion Barry, Jr.

Catherine A. Price.
BUSINESS & PUBLIC ADMINIS
TRATION: Gwendolyn C. Anthony,
Evette M. Brinkley, Timothy Brown,
Robyne Y Cornell, Veronica E. Crosson, K enneth W Jackson, William J.
Taggart and Denise Y Williams.
COMMUNICATIONS: Freddie A.
Brown, Jr., K aryn D. Collins,
Michele R. Jackson, David C. J o h n 
son, Darryl 0. Ledbetter, Sheila D.
McGee, K atrina L. Norfleet, Angela
L. Offutt, Leslie K. Peay, Joseph E.
Perkins, Edward W Wallace and
Carolyn M. White.
DENTISTRY: Belinda A. Carver
and Sastri E. H arnarayan.
ENGINEERING: Cathy L. Clash,
Theresa J. Little, Cherrie Mallory
and Ralph M. Redding.
GRADUATE SCHOOL: Margie R.
Bray and Nereida I. Hillyer.
HUMAN ECOLOGY: Ada E. Onwukeme and Lydia M. Scoon.
LIBERAL ARTS: Robin "Yvette
Barnes, Sharon A. Bryant, Connie R.
Clay, Joey Russell George, Carole A.
Guy, Theresa A. Herbert, Millicent Y
Hodge, Nathaniel M. Jones, Jr.,
Alaine-Marie L. Lockhart, Sakina L.
Reynolds, Timothy B. Roundtree
and Jacqueline Lois Clephane
Royal.
MEDICINE: Sandra E. Brooks.
PHARMACY: Donna M. McLaren
and Sonijia S. M artin.
SOCIAL WORK: A. K areen Abdul
lah and Pamella M. J armond.
□
Mail to the editor all items to be considered
for this column.

Who’s Who Among American
Universities and Colleges, 1984

edition, will list 53 Howard students
selected by the nom inating com m it
tee from approxim ately 250 other
applicants. Those nom inated for
listing and th eir respective school
or college are the following:
ALLIED HEALTH: Ravenda A.
Greene and Raymond B. Wynn.
ARCHITECTURE AND PLAN
NING: ly rie Bivings, Robyn M.
Fleming, Cecelia G. Mitchell and
4

